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Come By Chance

John M., Nelson, III
Green Spring Valley Road

Stevenson, Md. 21153
private

The land surrounding Come By Chance was owned in 1744 by Samuel
Owings. Recent architectural discoveries (or examination) suggest
that the fragments of 18th century walls incorporated into the
present structure may have been part of the house which Dr. Owings
built on the property. BAn early springhouse remains on the place.
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‘@ellar beneath the front or easterly section with a cormer chimney

DESCRIPTION eA-uT

. CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
JXEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X oRIGINAL SITE
—GO00D —RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —_UNEXPOSED i
“"‘ DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ;"“-.
lkg'g:
- —— v :.
£ COME BY CHANCE is a two storey brick house which appears'

at first glance to date from ca. 1860-1875; two fragments of
#arlier Flemish bond brickwork visible extermnally and a smaller

foundation unrelated to the present chimneys above indicate that
scant fragments of earlier eighteenth century walls were incorporated
in the present construction. While the dimensions of the earliest
house are obscured by the later construction they do appear close to
the one storey brick dwelling 16 x 36 feet recorded for this property
in the 1798 Federal Direct Tax.

The Flemish bond brickwork is visually similar to that of
nearby St. Thomas' Church and Sater's Church, both eighteenth cen-
tury structures.

The earliest construction visible is at the northwest cor-
ner and west side (mear the southwest corner) of the front section
of the present house. The bricks are laid in Flemish bond with an
extensive use of black or glazed headers. A later door is cut through
the original north wall and an original window opening immediately
east of the door is filled with brick. Portions of the arch remain,
five courses in height, segmentally arched with a flat top. Queen
closers are at the original masonry opening and northwest corner.
The original brickwork is but one storey in height. The cellar be-
neath the front or easterly section of the present house is shorter
(in the north-south dimension) than the present house above and in
the northwest corner the stone walls corbel out above the floor to
support a former corner chimney and fireplace which once rose within
the northwest corner of the original house. The cellar beneath the
west wing may predate the present house, that is it may relate to an
early addition to the original house, but proof is indeterminable.

The principal or east front of the present house is three
bays in length, two storeys in height, of brick laid in common bond
without headers. Other walls have headers every eighth course. A
small gable rises above the middle bay and the wide eave and rake cor-
nices are supported by broad but shallow paneled modillions. The
single chimneys which rise flush with each end gable are reduced
slightly immediately above the roof and a tall narrow pamnel in each
wider face suggests the separate flues of these chimneys' late
medieval or Tudor precedents.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY -
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-~ A semi-circular window is in the small east gable and
similar windows flank the chimney of the south gable. Typical
WindoWws elsewhere are tall 6/6 with narrow frames and louvred
blinds; such windows flank the chimneys in each end, each storey.
The principal entrance is embellished with a pedimented surround, an
early twentieth century Georgian addition. The northwest door,
previously described as interrupting the eighteenth century brick-

work, is sheltered by a pedimented hood supported on carved consoles,
also an early twentieth century addition in the Georgian style.

A long two storey wing extends to the rear or west, on its
south side sheltered by two storeys of porches. A wide bay window
relieves its north side. At the extreme west end is a short service
wing perpendicular to the west wing.

Within the front or easterly section is a central hall
containing the principal stair and a single room on either side.
A large dining room is the first room of the west wing, the bay
window on its north side; a large twentieth century sun porch fills
much of the angle between the front section and the dining room; kit-
chens, service and servants rooms are beyond the dining room. The
entire interior is a distinguished rendition of English late Georgian
design, added in the early twentieth century. Original doors remain
in the second storey, having four unmoulded, partially raised panels,
beaded architraves with simple wide backbands on the hall side,

— (originally) no backbands on the room side. The mantels in the
chamber above the three principal rooms below are pProbably original
to this house, consisting of plain pilasters supporting plain friezes
and thick shelves. The floor framing, visible in the cellar, is all
circular-sawn.

The roof framing is not €xposed owing to its covering with
modern drywall but three studs areé exposed in the area between the
front section and the west wing; they are eighteenth century materials,
here used out-of-context, but undoubtedly from the original house,
pit-sawn and with some hand-made wrought-iron nails remaining from
their original use.

East of the house is a two storey stone spring house; the
actual spring is in a small stone vault outside the southwest corner,
Floor joists are of hewn material and the floor is secured with cut
-mails.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

p——y—— . - . .
) COME BY CHANCE is a house dating from the third quarter of

the mineteenth century which incorporates scant fragments of a smaller R

eighteenth century house and in which was superimposed (in the early E

twentieth century) a late eighteenth century English Georgian style

interior. Of the many outbuildings once required to support rural life

the early spring house remains.
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The house Come Pv Chance tales its name from a charming Vallev legend.
fne darl night some 160 vears ago, a man named Pichard fist was riding through
the Greer Snring Vallev wvher a storm forced hir to seek shelter in a grove
©ci trees. W"her he awoke in the rorrning, he discovered two natural springs
on the nropertv and a rise of sround vell-suited for a home. ©ist was said
to te so takep with the area that he acauired the land, tuilt a home, and
nared the place Core Pv Chance as he had literallv cpre upon the nronertv
kv accident.

Yhile a delightful ta]e,
le

there is no truth to this storv. Vet it is an
orf some of the Vallev's fo
Q

lklore vhich continues to intricue area

exann]
residerts. Todav's Come Ev Chanc however, truly does htear the name of

the tract on which it tands———or1?1na]lv a S0-acre natent surveved in 1719/20

for a Villiam Renmnett. After cha anging hands several tires, the land was purchased
in 1744 hv faruel Owings? There are no land records showing ownershin hy

Pichard Gist or anv rember of hi s farily.

Samuel Mwings (of freer Snring Tunch) retained this propertv, althouch
he never liwved there,until his death in 177 Bv his +will the land went to
his bachelor son, Pale. then this Owires Hl 1 ir 1781, the land rassed to

?

one of his nenhews, Dr. Thomas Pale Owingst,

-m

Recent architectural examination of Come Bv Chance uncovered a Tew
rermaining fragrments of eighteenth-centurv walls incornorated into the »nresent
constructicn. Ffuch a discoverv gives credence to the helief that Nr. Mings
was the hullder of the original house. The 1798 Tederal Tax Assessrent does
iist this Mwings as ownini "one hricl dwellinp house, 1 storv, 16 x 36 Teet"

on part of Core Rv Chance¥ The dirensions of the oldest section of the nresent
hcuse de aonear close to those civen on the tax list.

Dr. Thomas Owings sold his propertv and other surroundin ng land (some ?15{acres)
to Thornton ard Pachel Poole vho, or. 15 faptember 1834, s-7d the lot to Villiam

C. Cent “cxr $3n007

it apnears that Yillism wvas resnonsihle for the construction of the nresent
use. Ve is listed in the 1850 U. S. Census as a bl-vear—-cld farmer with
Paltirore Countv real estate valued at 835 000, Tn his household vere His
fao, and tFYee children ages 21 to AB the tire of his death in 187
iving con his Gunpowder Farm: DOSSIJ]Y he moved there after the 1863
~if Rv the terms of his vill, Come Py Chance, which he called
Greern fpring Tarm, went to his son Joshua .

Joshua and Fannah fGent were active in the Stone Chapel Methodist Church.
The 1877 Atlas for Paltimore Countv lists him a farre: owning 206 acres
near Stevenson Station® On 4 Februarv 1895 he conveved Come Ry Chance to

his daughter ¥lorence. In 1900, one vear hefore her ‘ather' s death, Florence
sold 19 acres and the house to Tranl- A. Donsal.

The Bonsals lived at Come Rv Chance for nine vears and thev vere responsihble

for some of the rermodeling of the house which still exists todav. BRonsal’
wife was Fllinor Donnell Stewart, daughter of Cherles M. Stewart. Ue

days of frowing up at Cliffeholme in the Vallev are recalled in her bhool
Gone Bv. 3

——

[5)

The Porsals scld their 22 acre estate *r Firard 7. and Flsie (McVittv)
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3
McKeon in 1Q]3.{ McKeon owned Come Ev Chance twice: he sold the
1920 to George Ross Veazv, a promipent Paltimcre at
it six vears later. McFeon's secogd wife, Mrs. Ali
house in 1938 to the John Nelsons.!™

e sronertv in
tcrney, onlv to repurchase
ice (Push) Carter, scld the

During his two verioeds of ocwnership, *McFeon made further additions and
changes to Corme Bv Chance, including a formal garden. !e was the president
of the Raltimore Pelting Company and his wife Alice had a weeklv radio nrograr
on war gardens during World War II

The Melson family owned Come Bv Chance from 1938 until 1969 when gqwner-—

was transferred to their son Johr and his wife Virginia (Lovell).® Thev
the present ovners.

0]
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re



BT

FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Dawn F. Thomas and Robert W. Barmes; The Gr ]

. H een Spring Vall Its Hist
Heritape, 2 Vols. (Baltimore, Maryland Historical Society,e{5785 - ory and
Baltimore County Land Records, County Courts Bldg., Towson, Md.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _19 52

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION - -

fNortheast corner Valley and Park Heights Avenue.
7

-

{1ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EJFORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Fames T. Wollon, Jr., A;I.A./Dawn F. Thomas, Research Historian 1-25-80
ORGANIZATION DATE
Valleys Planning Council 8287807
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
212 Washington Avanpue Merylapd 2120/
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement. '

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PSs. 1108



BA# 47 #8 Page 3

COME BY CHANCE

TOOTHOTES

Maryland FHouse and Carden Filgrimage Tour Bool (Baltimore: Tederated
farden Club of Marvland, 1968).

2"I‘atent Liker 7. L. mo. A, fol..47, Ball of Records (ER), Annapolis,
Maryland.

R Baltimore Gountv Land Records (BCLR), Libers I. . no. I, fol. s aandpn By
no'. &, fol. ‘@83, ¥

q Maryland Will Book, Liher 40, fol. 392, HR,

{ Thid .

Pederal Tax Assessment Record for Back Piver Upper Fundred, Baltimore
Countv, 1798, fol. 1072, Maryland Fistorical Society (MES), Baltimore, Marvland.

’ ECLR, Liker 245, fol. FR.

@ nited States Cengus for Baltimore County, Distriet One, 1850, fol. 419, MHS.

9 Baltimore County Wills, Liker 3, fol. 458, Towson Court House, Towson,
Marvland.

1o, . Fopkins, Atlas of Baltimore County, Maryland. (Philadelphia:
GL ML Hoplsnisk 770,

"BCLR, Liber 208, fol. 333, 336, Towson.

Ty
BELR,» Liher M. B. Mane. 243y fol. 1562, Bewson.

Dielman Tile, MES.

14

BCLR, Liber W. B. (. no. 408, fol. 251, Towson.

15

BRRR, LikeRsiN. P, Chipe. 545 £, 306, and C¢. ¥. C. no. 650, ,foll. 585, ‘Towsen;
’éECLP, Liber C. W. B., Jr., no. 1025, fol. 101, Towson.
n

Dielman File: Sun, 25 June 1935,

’egnterview with Mr. John N. Nelson, III, 24 QOctoher 1972: Telephone

conversation with Mrs. John N. Nelson, IIT, 5 Movember 1974, BCLR Liker 2736 folio 513178




Form 10-445
(5762)

VAPHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

\
]
i

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION AND PHOTS

PASIERE. 77 B at® EER NI
690:/, 14 ""\,v-’v

1.s7ate Maryland

countyBaltimore ]
TOWN viemity Dist. III

crreeTno. Hillside Road near Park
Heights Avenue

ORIGINAL OWNER

ORIGINAL USE
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BLILE MNGS SURVEY
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2.name Come By Chance
DATE OR PERIOD about 1750
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ARCHITECT
BUILDER

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

Endangered

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

OPEN TO PUBLIC

Land purchased by Christopher Gist.

Central portion of present brick house built by him,

Interior Exterior

é 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optianal)

7. PHOTOGRAPH
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INTERVIEWS, RE CORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.
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HABS COMMITTEE OF BALTIMORE

COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

July 29, 1965

DATE OF RECCRUD




L TN T TER T oW e 0 . g e e . .- - Ce

e x-n—-- - “......—. kY . y
el U ke T 2 n o <€ e R Rk sy S gl 1 e R

. e TN

4‘_

‘r w\js

O|5|4 Villa Jaha
Jr College

- 1651 )Y |a4e/ EED )\ :
/)/636 JSSK'\> .o 1/
:',‘;f' :

: 3
< .
P "Camp - C\
< g Milldale b AN -
. : * k -_‘ . ;
- KErsEa . / : L.
“s o NN ¥

J/\\/ /: /—? :
s PR ;
SRSl L v
=N
/

e e 0
(- 134@0 b|a4aQ549 e

s J"{ w (‘anterhury

Qi | - oL o Eetates
Horstwny NN

Dk il - °- Estates . -
INex1uie - A e s :: B k g
N\ Roservor . RERR & O N

> : / - —~—
TN N . / B L
N : O35 ~ < T
B - ~ ~ b = -
- . (ess " O o
T N . . R _
— .. —~ 7 b —
£TEIP Y ‘\_\ . e ] — =
'Jcc\ T -\<— _
- N"; T
4
- lsaQOm? Dumbarton W
4 . -
ol {g’?

- \-"“;- 4 36 - . : :.
: ‘/4 \37 OB — - .- 3)






( Br 47
Come by Chence '
GSVHD & 37
Gr.Spr.Ve .Rd.
ITWLE .
/79
Md. Hist. Tr.
from SE







BA#L7 G.S.V.H.D.
Come By Chance
Spring House
fr. S.
L. BEaton 2/79
Jd., Hist Trust



